LIBRARY  OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 

AT  URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


0/6. 7/H 

C73e 
no.  523-593 


o  tl .  7//  / 

-         tm. 

.  S~?t 

• 

UNIVERSITY  OF 

ILLINOIS  LIBRARY 

Name                     *     ■ 

Identification 
Number 

fcl 

Address 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

University  of  Illinois  Urbana-Champaign 


http://www.archive.org/details/urbanracialviole591king 


<?/ 


Council  of  Planning  Librarians     exchange  bibliography 


June  1974 


591 


URBAN  RACIAL  VIOLENCE  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES: 
An  Historical  and  Comparative  Bibliography 


William  M.  King 

Assistant  Professor,  Black   Studies   Program 

University  of  Colorado,  Boulder 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  TME 


JUN     5  1974 

UNIVERblfy  Of  ILLINOIS 
AT  UKBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


Mrs.  M  Editor 

Post  OK 

Monti.  'il856 


COUNCIL  OF  PLANNING  LIBRARIANS         icchange  Bibliography  #$91 


URBAN  RACIAL  VIOLJMC'i:  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES: 
AN  HISTORICAL  AND  CQIPAR/.TIV3  BIBLIOGRAPHY 


by 


IJilliam  M.  King 

Assistant  Professor 

Black  Studies  Program 

University  of  Colorado 

Boulder,  Colorado 


INTRODUCTION 

Contrary  to  the  "Myth  of  Peaceful  Progress,"  urban 
violence  is  a  recurrent  theme  in  the  historical  development 
of  America  as  an  organized  society.  Here  often  than  not, 
this  violence  has  been  directed  at  whomever  happened  to  be 
the  outgroup  of  the  moment,  Blacks  being  the  most  frequently 
attacked. 

This  bibliography  although  it  bears  the  somewhat 
misleading  title  of  "Racial  Violence"  implying  coverage  of 
more  than  one  "racial"  grouping,  is,  nonetheless,  restricted 
to  a  recounting  of  those  events  which  transpired  primarily 
between  Elacks  and  whites.  Thus,  events  like  the  "Zoot 
Suit"  riots  in  Los  Angeles  in  1SU3  which  involved  mostly 
Mexican-Americans,  or  the  long  history  of  Anti -Chinese 
violence  so  prevalent  in  the  western  states  in  the  Nineteenth 
century  is  not  covered. 
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Included  herein,,   the  reader  will  find  materials  ranging 
from  the  slave  uprising  in  Mew  York  in  1712  to  the  Ghetto 
riots  of  the  late  sixties  in  which  Blacks  protested  their 
condition  attendent  to  a  struggle  for  power  which  they  would 
use  to  influence  those  decisions  affecting  their  lives. 

Respecting  the  history  of  urban  racial  violence,  there 
is  one  fairly  important  point  to  be  made.     The  essence  of 
this  point  is  that  the  Harlem  riots  of  1935/19U3  are 
significantly  different  from  the  race  riots  that  preceded 
them,  being  more  akin  to  the  slave  revolts  of  the  pre-Civil 
War  era.     That  is.,   these  riots  were  more  directed  toward  the 
system  of  oppression  itself  and  its  representatives—the 
police,  exploitative  ghetto  merchants,,   etc. — than  they  -were 
a  response  to  whites  invading  Black  territory  which  had  been 
the  prevailing  pattern  until  that  time.     As  such,   the  riots 
of  1$35/I9lt3  should  be  seen  as  the  prototype  for  the  riots 
of  the  sixties  and  not  as  a  continuation  of  the  violence     of 
the  past  altered  slightly. 

In  compiling  this  bibliography,  it  was  my  intention  not 
only  to  cite  easily  found  sources,  but  also  sources  from  a 
variety  of  viewpoints  to  assist  the  reader  more  attuned  to 
history-as -actuality  than  history-as -written. 
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An  excellent  scarce  of  additional  materials  for  those 
interested  in  establishing  a  chronological  record  of  riot 
events  are  the  newspapers  of  those  cities  in  which  riots 
occurred.  It  should  be  pointed  out,  however,  that  these 
reports  Till  have  to  be  read  with  care  as  they  will  tend 
to  reflect  the  ideological  biases  of  the  papers  in  which 
they  appear.  Further  sources  of  materials  would  be  special 
studies  conducted  by  local  communities,  community  organizations 
etc.  that  vill  be  found  in  the  archives  of  these  communities 
end   associations.  Perhaps  the  best  approach  to  these 
materials  is  to  use  the  Hew  York  Times  Index  as  a  bibliographic 
tool  to  identify  the  periods  and  places  where  rioting 
occurred.  Vith  this  core,  the  experienced  researcher  should 
encounter  little  difficulty  in  flushing  out  the  remainder 
of  his  study  from  other  sources. 
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